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HOW THE PEOP

Volers have been
abandoning the
major parties in
droves due to a
fracturing of trust
and a desperale
lack of leadership

DENNIS SHANAHAN

RATIONAL EDITOR

n the two manths since the

Fondi Beach massacre on

December 14, and in the

weeks since Lhe special sil

ling ol parlamest  last

rmonth and the imploston of
the Coalition partics, public sup-
et i Lakwor, the Liberals and the
Watinnals — as well as for Anthony
Albanese and Susian Ley — has
plummeeted.

The Prirne Minister, the Crppo-
sition Leader and Naticnals leader
Daviel  Lallleprom]  have all
slumpedd iy the polls, while One
Ivation leader Pauline Hanson has
taken her party bo historic heights.

The latest Wewspoll  survey
showws the depth of this withdeawal
from mainstream politics, with the
combined primary vobe [or the
major parkes al jusl 33 per cenl -
thielowostleved in Newspoll history

and 47 per cent supporting Cne
Beatinm, e Goresens and of Ber ide
petlen s and minoe parfes,

For the first time. in protest
against the major parties, primary
aupport for One Natkon now just
outranks the Coalition - 22 per cent
Lo 21 per vent

There is a core of disdain for
wizali leadership in these numbers,
and Hanson benefits from the per-
cepltion ol beang a shiong lewder
with i clear, consistent message —
egentially about immigration —
that answers anxsely voters feel
without having to actually do any-
thing abrart it.

Albanese’s leadership on the
Failea] Indligenows voice Lo parlia
menl referenduwm, sivee e Hiomas
terror attack on Isracl in Cctober
20273, and certainky sinoe his iIncon-
aatent response on a royal com-
misgion and antisemitism since the
2025 Bondi massacre have turned
volers away despile his massive
majority in parliament

The contused  contradictory
and at times childish antics of Ley
anl Litthepiwid about splitting he
Coalitbon, reunifying the Coalition
and the complete foous on “min-
ulige”. as former prime minister
John Howard described it this
week, are tounded on weak beader-
ship

Albkarse's massive eleclion vic
tary in 2025 exposed the pitiful
support for the Coalition but the
pediameantiary resull, il on pred-
erential voting, masked  Labor's
CWIL poUr primary vote as support
for the major parties continees to
dacline

Muore importanthy for Austra-
lian voters and the established poli-
Ll parlies, [he AN ededion
comlirmel limger-lenm fremds of
growing dissatistaction with the
cloctoral process, inoreasing cyni-

hat mainr

Chalmers facing a
‘Kealing moment’
on spending culs

Continued from Pege [5

“Chalmers won't go down
Lhe Kesaling path, There won'l
he a big cut in spending but a
torus on raising the tax take,”
Dlliver says.

After more than tripling the
federal deficit to 536.8hn, the
Treasurer. and his state
povernment counterpards, say
they are trving to vein in
spending, but in the meantine
eronoinisls are holding them
aceounlalde for highes infalion
and rising interest rates.

Oliver thinks Chalmers
alvould not only Tollow Keating
wilth eaets b spending, bat that
he should copy Labor's longest-
serving treasurer by shifting to
more means-testing instead of

visim bowards palilicians,  rising
tisengagerment with valing, aid de-
clining trust in government - with
only one in three believing govemn-
rients will dothe right thing,

The paolitical infighting  over
anlisernilism laws, e splitting of
Lhe Coalition and a record low in
support for the major partics has
reaffirmed this discngagement. as
Coalition wolters pasticulasly fell
Lileral ard Mationalks MPsthey are
switching to One Nation.

Former Matonals leader amd
teputy prime minister John An-
derson, who has warmed of the rise
of One Wation, complained to In-
yuirer Lhal laler pelling shinwing
Chise Mafion supporl al 26 per cenl
had been dismissed on the ABC as
“populist=". But “vou cannot dis-

Liopals, Liberals and independents,
That scenario was not a hypatheti-
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universal style welfare. In the
19705 you could gel wellire
wnsily amald g surfing or go lo
MNimbin - but then in 1986 the
povernment shifted to means
testing,” (lineer says.

Corinna Economic
Aubvisory's saul Eslake is
especially comcermved aboul the
rovernment’s lack of means
testing.

“This is e dilermma: we are
v g awiny from menans
testing to a more nniversal
European stvle welfare system,
But what neither side of pelitics
says is that you can't have a
European-style welfare state
willh 3 L5 style lax system.”

Heseareh from e
independent EGI Institute
covering povernment spending
Tranrm 2000 o 2024, shows
universal-stvle in-kind
pavments have increased from
14 per cent to 3.7 per cent of
GO, while rmeans-tested

rmigs one o four Australians simply
s paapaslists, this i a serious trend,”
Anderson said

Itistrue that while these are his-
torically high levels they arve part of
a longer tern trend, not just a
short-lerrn switch in the polls for
Cine Malion, This trend s dedly
for the Coalition partics, which aro
receiving fewer and fower prefor-
ences From Oine Malion, and There
15 e protential b buen fonar-ne-five-
way clectorate contests - between
Labor, the Literals the Greens, the
Mationals and O MNation without
a coalition agreerment — inta an un-
predicrable lottery.

Yoaclorzm Liberal BMP [or Gobd
slein Tim Wilson, the only Libieral
at the 2025 clection to win back a
seat from the Climate 200 teal in-

deeribes o governmenl slilched
together out of necessity from dis-

income support cash payments
anch s Jolsseeker and Family
Tax Benelil hawve dropped Trom
7.8 per cent of GO to 5.3 per
cent.

As Lahor considers maore
widespread spending measures
Lhrowgh Anthony Albanese's
lesganey project of childeare for
all, alongside the NS and
Medicare. the shitt to
universality over cash benelits is
only expected Lo grow.

Eslake says for Chalmers to
pav for this shift towards
European stvbe welfare, GST
and income taxes would have to
o higher.

Bual il Chiaslmers chesoses new
or liggher overall Lvoes rallver
than spending cuts. he conld be
doing a great disservice to the
DT,

Sorme of the hest econaomibe
research on this comes from
Harvarnl prodessor Alberto
Alesina. and Milan University's

dependents, believes he owment
climte requires 1 new "appeoach”
to politics and leadership,

In an address to the Young Lib-
eral Convention in Melhaurne,
Wilson said: "Families are anxious
thal Lheir howsehohl budgels wiil
b ealen B anflalion and inferest
rates. And the next generation do
nat believe the Australian promise
will deliver loe them,”

Then he wirned that: “When a
system docsn't work for people,
their logical solution is to change
the system, And when they don't
trust the ingtitutions todoso, they Tl
change those in the institutions to
ol for Lher,

“We e This od glaringly in
the United States and the United
Kimgdowm, but wie are not immune.

Oine Malions future sucoess
will hinge an the preference atloca-

Carlo Favero and Francesco
Cristvinesi.

In their comprehensive sty
of more than 3300 policy
changes across 1 countries,
they foumnid that reductions in
entitlernent programs and other
government iransfers were less
harmiul Lo sconomic growlb
than tax increases, because
spending cuts are likely to
recluee The Barden on Baxes inlo
1he fulure

“Fuch (spending) cuts were
aceompanied by mild and short-
lived economic downturns
probably hecanse taxpayers
perceive them as permanent
il suexpeched Uhial Lhe laxes
neeched bo fumd the progrms
would be loveer in the future.”
their rescarch said.

They quantify the impact. An
expenditure cut worth 1 per cent
of G implivd a loss of about
hall a percentage point relative
tothe average GDP growth of

“There i anly one way Throwegh
i roment: Tesabership

“Leadership is not ocoupying a
chair, or (being) tedegenic for cec-
tion posters. Leadership is uniting
reaple arcumnd vigion.

“We are failing Australia and
Auslralans, and they will hove
overy right to judge us harshly.
They alrcady have,” he zaid.

The disillusion with party poli-
tes is hisilding disengagement and
An even more CONCeTning erosion
of faith in democratic institutions.

The respected and comprehen-
sive ANU  Australian Electoral
Study conducted after the May
2125 election Foumd el dunng Lhe
AN There were sleep declines
acroas & range of indicators captur-
ing voter attitudes towards democ-

tremiely remolbe — possibility: a Cmne
Nation minority government sup-

Sussan Ley, in p‘_ari’ﬁtlm:f

om Thersday, has | i
able o restore co nee
in the Liberal Parly
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the country, whereas a tax hilke
i amounting 1o | percent of
GTHP was Tollowed by a 2 per
cent decline in GLP.

EY chief cconomist Cherelle
Murphy reminds people that
Chalmers’ decislons on
spening culs are harder Lo
make now redalive ko hislory,

“The commonwealth has the
most complex national security
anl defence backdrop sinee
Woorld War T1 to manage,” Ma
Murphy caulinns.

“At the moment, Australia's
governments ane also
facilitating services for the
oldest population Australia has
eveer bl and They are also
infrowlucing policies b coax
along energy efficiency.”

But Ms Murphy also says
government spending should be
e disciplined given they now
have asceess to better technelogy
tham ak any Lime in history,

“Smarter, rather than more,

ey in Anstralia, inchading politi-
cal trust ard  satisfiction with
democracy — although the 2025 re-
sults show that Jevels of trust have
irproved feom the record Low ob-
served in 2009, Diespite modest inm-
provvemends, il s still only one in
Lhree Australians whe belive pee
plein government can be trusted to
dothe right thing

Cilser incleators highlighl more
recent  oomeerna, For o example,
there have boen declines in the pro-
portion of respondents who report
Lhiat they woukd still vote if it were
voluntary. reaching a record low in
2025

The XS Australzm Eledion
Sluly in|'|||'|'_n|r.:|IH| HI e (i ul
questions to explore citizen atti-
tudes bowarnds proposals to roform

intense regional frustration with
povernment. Those  frustrations



